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By the Chief, Allocations Branch:

1. Before the Commission for consideration is the Notice ofPro[)QS;~dRule MJ/dng
(Notice), 11 FCC Red 3553 (1996), issued in response to a petition filed by Williamf,. Glynn,
Jr. ("petitioner") proposing the allotment of Channel 227C2 to Nikiski, Al~' as tlJat
community's first local aural transmission service. Petitioner filed supporting,comments in
response to the Notice. Comments were also filed on behalf ofChesterP. Coleman
("Coleman"), followed by an Erratwn. 1 Petitioner filed reply CO~t.s.2 No other comments
werereceived."

2. Although Coleman supports the allotment of a Class C2 channel tQ N~ki,and

indicates his intention to file an application for such ifallotted, he requests that either 'alternate
Chamel283C2 or 284C2 be allotted instead ofproposed Channel,227C2. ;Jpsupport, Coleman
states that unlike Channel 227C2, as either ofthe alternate Class (:2c~be has suggested
could be allotted to Nikiski without a site restriction; or a very minimt~l~, ,. his~
WOUld result in a,more efficient use ofthe spectrurn,as potential appli~}.yQu1dbe ijforded

·Coleman's Erratum, filed after the initial conunent date established herein, is designed to reflect that the
al~ive channels he.has requested for consideration at Nikiski are Class C2, as ProPosed in the NOtice, and not
CI8rSS A's, as si3ted in. his comments. However, as the engineerin~ studies aceompanyingCoiernan's initial conunents
are premised on the COI1sideration ofalternate Class C2 chanhels for allotment to Nikiski, and were evaluated as such
by the statf, we will accept the Erratum for clarification' only.

2Petitioner's reply cornrrlents were filed bne-day late. PursUant to Section 1.415(d) of the Commission's,RuIes,
the acceptance of comments filed after the comment cycl~ is not contemplated unless s~ficaJly n!questedor
authorized by the Commission. While neither criteria is applicable here, we will accept the petitioner's reply
comments to enable us to resolve this proceeding on the basis of a complete record.
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greater flexibility in site selection.3

3. In response, petitioner insists that as. prop<lSed Channel 227C2 can be allotted to
Nikiski consistent with Sections 73.207(b) and 73.315 of the Commission's Rules, and in the
absence of aI:l ovetwhelming demonstration of the alleged sUperi~rity of either suggested
Charmel 283C2 or 284C2, the site restriction attached to Channel 227C2 is not remarkably
sUfficient to justifY the consideration ofColeman's alternate proposal.4

.... . 4. While the Commission endeavors to allot the least restrictive channel possible to a
community, we are guided by the overall public interest benefits to be attained by the proposal
lii'D:r considelatim In this instance, we believe that O1annel 2270 is equivalent to
Q1anne1 283C2 or 284C2 for allotment purposes. The Commission considers channels to be
equivalent provided~ are of the same class distinction, would comply with tlie minimum
spacing aiteria, RI \WUld enable a broadcast facility to provide 70 dBu coverage to the
fXoposed 8110tmem odmIDunity. See Vera Beach, Florida, 3 FCC Red 1049 (1988), rev. denied,
4 ,F~ Red 2184, 218S (1989} Although we would consider other patinent factors much
might preclude a finding of channel equivalency, such as environmental etfects, zoning
:CCD~ or aeronautical hazards which would pevent a_on trom constructing on a
~ct._ Coleman has not~teddoaanented inbmation to indicate that any of
~~8ted~ionsaR present within the aa designated to 8CCOII1IOOdate a tower
for CIwmeI 227C2 at Nikiski, or demonstrated that the site· RSCriction would reduce the
.~ populatiOn c.'OVeI'IlF to be served by a station operating thereon vis- 'a-vis otherCI&
C2 cfil6leIs. Ad:mJinsIy, as CoIamm ha not esbIbIished d1al the site restriction attached
to aBlild 221C2 \WJUldlessen greatly the flexibility· of J'C*IItiaI appIiQns to obtain a
suitIbIe tr8IWnIiuer site and to operate consistent with the tedJnical requimrncnts of the
Coininission's Rules, the alleged superiority ofeither ChmeI 283C2 or 284C2 .. not been
~

. . ',' S. In~.lof the abcwe, we will allot ChmeI 227C2 to NiIdski..upon
the __.aP-od in poviding a tmt 1ol:aI......_Iission service to Ihat COIIIIIIIJity.
~ .... in the NotIt:e; ChmeI 227C2 ClIft be aIIoefed to Nikiski in COIIf«mity widt the
..................tequilauad ofSeclion 73.207(bXl)of1he ConIni8on'I Rules,
provided the ...... thnfOl' is 10cIUd at leIst 11 kilometers. (6.8 miles) .... of the
CGIIIIIUIiIy at audiI..6).35-40 ... 151·20-00~ 1be site nsII'idim is requiNd to avoid a
short...... to che allormerlt reference site for ClanneI 22SC, And1onIge, AWaI. at

. J<ie l'Iia -flItcM! OII~· 213_ 214 \\QIId be by the
aIIl._ ,...., be tD)'ietdiio. filii savice broIcbst in die
~ 0InIcI28JC2« 2I4C2 is sele. fOr to Nikiski.

fMailltll)l....... pedIiIlw .i-..Jy bIIiewI_ a.nd 2I3C2 could 10
..... " Ii_e IwillaSlcdan 73~.)IIIdOOol.eo.liaion' in l..ofCU' rn.....
.... lID .... 001..... rla-neI 2IX2 at Nikiski will be siwn.
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6. Accordingly, pursuant to the authority contained in Sections 4(i), 5(cXl), 303(g) and
(r) and 307(b) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, and Sections 0.61, 0.204(b)
and 0.283 of the Commission's Rules, IT IS ORDERED, That effective April 7, 1997, the FM
Table ofAllotments, Section 73.202(b) of the Commission's Rules, IS AMENDED to include
Nikiski, Alaska, as follows:

Cbannel NQ.

Nikiski, Alaska 227C2

7. IT IS FURlHER ORDERED, That the above proceeding IS 1ERMlNAlED.

8. The window period for filing applications for Channel227C2 at Nikiski, Alaska, will
open on April 7, 1997, and close on May 8, 1997.

9. For fuI1her information concerning the role making proceedin& COIW8ct NR:y
Joyner, Mass Media Bweau, (202) 418-2180. Q.testions related to the window applicatian
filing process for 01anneJ 227C2 at Ntkiski, Alaska, should be addrased to the Audio Services
Division, Mass Media Bureau, (202) 418-2700.
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